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TAGS: PPOR DA US EEC 

SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OP JENS OTTO KRAG AS EC 
AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON 

REF: COPENHAGEN A-202 

SUMMARY: REACTION IN DENMARK TO KRAG'S APPOINTMENT 
AS EC AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON HAS BEEN OVERWHELMINGLY 
PAVORABLE. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON COMMENTS 
OR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS TO BE PASSED TO AMBASSADOR- 
DESIGNATE AT LUNCH ON OCTOBER 10. END SUMMARY. 

1. LOCAL REACTION TO ANNOUNCEMENT THAT PORMER PRIME 
MINISTER JENS OTTO KRAG WILL BECOME EC AMBASSADOR IN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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WASHINGTON AS OP JANUARY 1, 1974 VIEWS APOINTMENT OP 

KRAG, A EUROPEAN STATESMAN WITH "EXCELLENT REPUTATION IN WASH- 
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INGTON" AS INDICATION OF IMPORTANCE EC ATTACHES TO ITS RELATIONS 

WITH THE U.S. KRAG WAS OFFERED JOB IN MID-AUGUST BY 

CHRISTOPHER SOAMES, BUT ASKED FOR TIME TO CONSIDER SINCE 

HE HAD ALTERNATIVE OFFER TO BECOME SECRETARY GENERAL OF 

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. POSSIBLE THAT KRAG WISHED TO 

AWAIT OUTCOME OF DANISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY CONGRESS 

BEFORE ACCEPTING EITHER POSITION. IN ANY CASE, SHORTLY 

AFTER ANKER JORGENSEN CONSOLIDATED HIS LEADERSHIP OF 

PARTY AT CONGRESS, KRAG OFFICIALLY DECLINED COUNCIL OF 

EUROPE POST AND ACCEPTED EC APPOINTMENT. DANISH RADIO 

HAS REPORTED THAT FRENCH WERE OPPOSED TO KRAGS APPOINTMENT, 

IN LINE WITH THEIR WELL-KNOWN OBJECTIONS TO INCREASING 
IMPORTANCE OF US-EC RELATIONS. HOWEVER, FACT THAT HE 
EVIDENTLY WILL BE APPOINTED CASTS DOUBT ON SERIOUSNESS 
OF FRENCH OPPOSITION. 

2. KRAG'S MOVE TO WASHINGTON IS WELCOMED BY KRAGS 
PERSONAL ASSOCIATES. HE IS APPARENTLY STILL ADJUSTING TO 
SHOCK OE HIS DIVORCE AND A FEW YEARS AWAY FROM DENMARK, 
WHERE HIS EX-WIFE HELLE VIRKNER IS MAKING A THEATRICAL 
AND TELEVISION COMEBACK, WILL BE BENEFICIAL FOR BOTH. 

KRAG WILL ATTEND UNGA AS MEMBER DANISH DELEGATION FROM 
MID-OCTOBER TO APPROXIMATELY DECEMBER I. HE INTENDS TO 
VISIT WASHINGTON DURING THAT PERIOD TO LOOK OVER HOUSING 
SITUATION. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: KRAG WILL BE LUNCHING WITH ME AT 
RESIDENCE OCTOBER 10. WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED 
PRIOR TO OCTOBER 10 OF DEPARTMENT'S REACTIONS OR ANY OTHER 
MATTER DEPARTMENT MIGHT WISH TO BRING TO KRAG’S ATTENTION. 

CROWE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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